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Cﬁnton
Inquiry

-By James CoBurN

7 EXPRESS-NEW'S STAFF WRITER

San Antonic certified public ac-
Zeountant Stever Bankler has been
~hired by the U.S. Senate as an in-
-vesngatwe accountant
thtewater probe.

- Bankler analyzed Bill and Hil-
Zlary Clinton’s income tax- returns
- relating to Whitewater for the Wall

“'Street Journal in February 1994.

.~ It was Bankler’s .opinion then

{that the Clintons “underpaid their

ftaxes," adding that now, “I have

Zseen nothing that changw my be-

*hef atthispoint.”

* Hired while visiting Washington
Uast week, Bankler said he would
Ibe a “part-time employee of the
’US Senate” as an “investigative
vaccountant" to help out in the fi-
Tnancial and tax side of the White-
Twater investigation.
= Bankler said the Clintons admit-
ted they took improper interest de-
~ductions related to Whitewater on
ctheir 1984 and 1985 income tax re-
“turns. He said they paid back $4,900
s— most of the amount being inter-
T€st penalties — on their 1994-95 re-
Lturns.
=~ The Clintons took a $2,811 deduc-
,:non in 1984, saving them $1181 in
siaxes, and $2322 in 1985, saving
Zthem $975, Bankler said, for inter-
cest on loans to the Whitewater
& Corp
= He said the identical deductions,
:however were taken by Whitewa-
2ter, and the Clintons said the de-
'ﬂucuons shouldn’t have been taken
ron their returns.

- Bankler said he will receive dai-
‘ly pay as if his salary is $131,000
S(nearly $360 a day) plus expenses
:_for his work in Washington, which
«will involve “trying to explain to
Sthe committee what the tax re-
sturns (of the Clintons and the
ngmewater Corp.) say, and what
—the underlying facts are, based on
Zwhat the tax returns say.”
i~ A lifetime San Antonian and 1969
fgraduate of St. Mary’s University,

in the -

Bankler, 49, came to the attention
‘of the Senate Banking Committee
counsel, Joe Jiempietro, because .
of his work on the Clinton taxes for -
the Wall Street Journal and for Tax
Notes magazine.

The probe was scheduled to end
today, but U.S. Sen. Alfonse
D’Amato, the New York Republi-
can who chairs the committee

holding hearings, has asked for an.-

unlimited extension and $600,000 in
addition to the $950,000 already
_ spent. Hearings began last July -
" and shculd condude by this July,
D’Amato said.

Bankler said the committee is

taxing extraordinary precautions

RICK HUNTER / Staff
Steven Bankler hired by the U.S. Senate to assist in the Whitewa-
ter committee hearings as an investigative accountant, works in
his Northwest Side office.

to protect a massive number of
Whitewater documents stored in
two_rooms. ‘A 24-hour vuard is on
the rooms, he said.

-#Your name has to be on the ap-
" proved list. to get in. There is'no
phone . and no.fax in the rooms.
Documens cannot leave.”

- Oné room has’ ‘20 filing cabinets
with five drawers each full of doc-

- uments and-boxes also containing

papers. The other room-is 12

times larger. “A lot of trees gave

their lives for this,” he qu.pped_

Bankler has “seen a Iot” in the
documents, “but"I.can't comment
onit”

Ex-county tax office emplo ee
Suspect in possible embezzl

x Br Tom Bower
mssws STAFF WRITER

ZI A 30-yearcld employee or the
3exar County Tax Assessor-Collec-
ZTor’s Office was questioned Wed-
~nesday by U.S. Postal Service in-
—s_pectoxs investigating the possible
# embezzlement of property tax rev-
Tenues.

& The employee, a man, had-been
; working since January as an auto-
« mobile title clerk, but the incident
. under investigation occurred in’
. December when he was in a part-
; time position,- Tax Assessor-Col-
» lector v Garza said.-

* the situation late Tuesday and
+ called federal authorities Wednes-
{ dav because the theft appeared to
have ¢ecurred through the mail.

He said the incident came to

i R

Garza said he became aware of

light after a property. owrer:, Te:-
ceived a notice that she was delin-;
quent -in paying -her taxes: The
woman sz2id she had paid the taxes
with a Postal Service money or-
der, but county officials said they
had no record of the payment.

Garza said the woman paid the
taxes again and then put a tracer
on the earlier noney order. When*
the trace was cumpleted, Garza
said he was shown a copy of the
docurnent and recognized that the
name of the payee was one of his
employees,. who had also signed
his name as an endorsement. :

He added that the money order
hac not been completely filled out
by the taxpayer and that the name
of the payee had been filled in by
someone else.

When cenironted with the evi-
dence, Garza said, the employee

gave a. statement to. the federal auf

thoritiés - and: resigned - from -his

*‘job. Garza“ addea ‘that the amount;

of the theft was $509.87.

Postal Inspecicr supervisor Hen-
ry Palmer confirmed that an in-
vestigation of the incident was un-
der way and that a suspect was
brought in for questioning from
the courthouse Wedn&edav after-
noon,

He said mformanon irom the

- probe would be turned over to the .
‘U.S. attorney’s office, which will j} -
decide whether to bring federal.

charges.

Although the amount was small,

Palmer said the incident shouid be
a warning to all citizens to"fill out
completely all types of financial
instruments, such as checks and
money orders.

of privatization panel .

Mayor to name leaders

s
-
p

New team to lead political battle to overturn 60-40 rule

EXPRESS-NEWS STAFF WRITER

Mayor Bill Thornton is sched-
uled to reveal the tri-chairs today
for a yet-unnamed group which
will concentrate its efforts to re-
peal a federal roadblock to privati-
zation at Kelly AFB.

The organization will unite city,
congressional, community and
aerospace industry representa-
tives to strive for the repeal of the
so-called €030 rule that prohibits
more than 40 percent of military
depot workloads being done by pri-
vate companies.

Most observers believe relief
from 60-40 must come during this
election year before the Air Force
is forced to build new facilities at
depots in Oklahoma, Georgia and
Utah to absorb workloads ifrom
shutdowns at the San Antonio Air
Logistics Center and a similar fa-
cility at McClellan AFB in Sacra-
mento, Calif.

Stout - legislative opposition is
expected to keep 60-40 in piace.

‘Thornton said he would make the
announcement of the ({ri-chairs
“after gathering information from
the City Council, the Greater Kelly

" Development Corp: and certain

business leaders.” .
The corporation will implement
the Kelly reuse plan designed by

Stout legislative
opposition is
expected to keep 60-
40 in place.

the Initial Base Adjustment Strat-
egy Committee, which also had
tri-chairs — lawyers Tullos Wells
and Jose Villarreal and City Coun-
cilman Juan Solis.

A strategic plan for the repeal of
60-40 has been developed and speci-
fies that more than 30 chief execu-
tive officers from aerospace com-
panies have agreed to contact fed-
eral lawmakers to convince them
to support privatization.

Meanwhile, board members of
the Local Redevelopment Authori-
ty, which oversees the Kelly corpo-
ration, have set March 15 as the
deadline for requests for informa-
tion from private companies inter-
ested in working at Kelly.

The requests for proposals,

which would be contractual docu-
ments for interested companies,
are scheduled tentatively to be
sent out April 19, according to
board members.
. -Additionally, a two-week Priva-
tization Model Solicitation Work-
shop continues through today at
Bergstrom AFB in Austin.

. The San Antonio Air Logistics
Center invited :several private
companies to Bergstrom to help
draft a contractual model to assist
in_facilitating future pnvanmt:on
at Kelly. s

" Al the companies mvolved have
expressed interest in future com-
mercialism at the base, the ‘Air
Force said.

A Kelly spokesman declmed to
identify the participating Compa.
nies.

The focus of the workshop 1s on
the propulsion business -area
where the logistics center man-
ages, procures and maintains
more than 14,000 aircraft engines. .-

Its engine workloads include the
TF39 engine for the C-5 Galaxy, the
T56 powerplant for the C-130-Her-
cules and the F100 engines which
power more than two-thirds of the
Air Force’s fighter aircraft. :

Logistics center officials stated
in a letter to the companies:that
the federal government would;not
pay for any information obtained
or expenses incurred by private-
sector participants. .

In addition, the company repre-
sentatives were told their partici-
pation would not necessarily result
in future contracts at Kelly. > =
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- B Gatesville woman

: killed in wreck

. A T8year-old Gatesville woman
. died from injuries she received in
- a traffic accident Jan. 28 about a
hali-mile west of Boerne on Texas

CALL 224-STOP

3 The body of Joe Luis Ybarra, 27.
2 was found April 1, 1995, in the 1300
v_block of Rigsby Avenue 5t the High
. ew

Ybarra was last seen the previous
% evening dnnking in the courtyard of
- the apartment complex with ‘several
N a(quaxntances.

eturned %o his apartment in
Bun!amgB at about2 a.m.

lured him

o have been stabbed
;ﬁgeatedly His body was discovered

Cnme Stoppers

nd' leads 10 :h&:nst and grand jury

indictment o n or

onsible for Ybar;p':’ss%eath pessors
St pays for informa-

*| tion that leads to the arrest and

grand jury indiczment_of anyone in-
volved {nna'ny felony crime. As always,
you do not have to give your name
when you call. Call Crime Stoppers at
224-STOP or 1-800-233-7867 or #STOP
on your ceilular phone.

46, a Texas Department of Public -

Safety spokesman said Wednes-
day.

. Bertha Ortega Macedo died
Tuesday at University Hospital in
San Antonio, the spokesman said.

The woman was injured when
her vehicle was struck by another
automobile that slid into ker as
she was eastbound on Texas 46, he
said.

The driver of the other vehicle
wasn't injurec, although two pas-
sengers were treated and released
from University Hospital, the
spokesman said.

® Workshop to focus
on Woodlawn Lake Park
Residents interested in Wood-
lawn Lake Park are encouraged to
attend a workshop to develop a
park master pian.
It will be from 8:45 am. to 1 p.m.
Saturday in the park’s gym at 1103
Cincinnati St.

Sponsors are the San Antonio
Parks and Recreation Department
and the Woodlawn Lake Park Plan-
ning Team.

“We would like to have some in-
put on how the park should be used,
what types of facilities should be
added or removed and what citi-
zens would like the park te look
iize,” city park projects manager
Dale Bransford said.

Groups participating in the ef-
fort include. the Jefferson, Wood-
lawn Lake and Monticello Park
neighborhood associations, Wood-
lawn Lake Sailing Club and greups
from area pubhc schools and col-
leges, said planning team member
Edward Garza.

= Scouts’ cloth?ng

. roundup to resume

After a Iﬂ-year absence, the A1a~ 5

mo Area Council of Boy Scouts and
Goodwill Industries will resume
the  “Good,~ Turn Day Clothmg

Roundup.” R
" 'On Saturday, March” 16, Scouts

will go door-to-door across San An-
tonio and surrounding areas to col-
lect all usable articies of clothmg.

On Saturdav Marck 9,°
will eover the neigboorhoods and
leave a door hanger remmdnding ras-
idents to bag up the clothes so that
the Scouts may retumn for them on
March 16.

All of the clothes will go to Good-
will, whick will sell them.

Proceeds will go to providing
jobs and training for people with
disabilities and others who face
barriers to employment.

For more information, contact
Lupe Young, Goodwill Vice Presi-

dent of Public Relations at (216; !

924-8581, ext. 127.

Scouts -

}, DANPOST Builides $99.93 9
[§ Justisc Apache Ropers - 70929 *94.50

. Londea Calf <
WC Westem Boots  $779.99 *107.99
- Jualicc Apache Lace-Rs 572099 *110.50
7ony.fRea: Buithides 512099 *110:50
DANPOST Kangaroos  $129.99 1169
$239.99 *191 ?9
$219.99 ‘19799
Wesiern Boots  $249.99 ‘21250
Esropean Brusheff Goat

:@ Western Bools ~ $349.99
B Full Quill Ostrich

Ropers $499.99 °
Zmg%| Full Quill Ostrich
Jam3| Western Bootz  $599.99 ‘479 99‘
,  Full Quill Ostrich :
Liochose popers 59999 $539.99;

Full Quill Ostrich - s
‘Western Boots  $799.99 ;

WORK BOOTS sy
Doubie H, Wolverine,
Durango

Ladies’ Western &
Fachion Boots by
Entire Steck of Lucchese » Code West
Dinge « Justia * Tony Lama * Laredo

L, Laredo Wesiern
p  Assorted Cowhide &

FF"!‘{\FF!"

10-30% Extra

" Everyday Loance

Y

(AL

$59. 99
or 2 for $100:
Reg. $69.99 to $79.99:

NP

Best Sale

Prices of
[

-
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2 LOCATIONS IN S5 ANTONIO
2823 Hilicrest at Babcock » 270/736-1933
mm-&mm-m&mm-m
5075 NW Loop 430 » Summit Exit in Front of Sam's * 210/520-2668

Upen Mongasy — Saturday Sam - pm; Sunday Koon - 6gm

»

'




